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Shared Understanding and
Language

What is Adaptive Teaching?

What is Scaffolding?

Adaptive teaching refers to
when teachers make changes
to their instruction to meet the

needs of all learners.

Jade Pearce (2024)

Micro adaptations
- tier 1 instruction

Macro adaptations -
Person-specific adjustments
e.g. particular type of pen for
dyspraxig, increased font size

for visual impairment

Scaffolding is a metaphor for
temporary support that is
removed when no longer
required. It may be visual,

verbal or written.

SEN in Mainstream guidance
report,
Education Endowment Fund,
2020

Age and Stage Conversion

English Age Stages Swedish Age Stages

Early Years [ Reception
Age 3-5
(Children start at varying ages)

Preschool Forskola
Agel-5

Primary

Age 4-10

This is broken down into:
Key Stage 1 — 5-7 years
Key Stage 2 — 7-11

Preschool Class
Forskoleklass
Age 5-6

Lower Stage Lagstadiet
Age 7-10

Some of Middle Stage
Mellanstadiet
Age 10-13

Secondary Some of Middle Stage
Age 11-16 Mellanstadiet
Age 10-13
Upper Stage Hogstadiet
Age 13-16
Sixth Form [ College [ Post16-19 | Gymnasium
Age 16-19 Age 16-19
(Optional) (Optional)
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Why focus on scaffolding literacy and oracy in
Sweden?

* 1% of 25-64 year-olds have literacy skills at or below
Level 1, which is below the OECD average of 27%.
(Education at a Glance 2025: Sweden ?

* “In the latest PISA assessment, 24 percent of ninth-
grade students in Sweden did not reach a basic
level of reading comprehension..Reading ability
among young people is declining, and it is the most
vulnerable students who are hardest
hit (Researcher: "The reading gap affects the most
vulnerable” | Karolinska Institutet )

* Native-born adults of native-born parents displayed
higher proficiency in literacy than foreign-born
adults of foreign-born parents (Education at a
Glance 2025: Sweden )



https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-at-a-glance-2025_1a3543e2-en/sweden_d448205b-en.html
https://news.ki.se/researcher-the-reading-gap-affects-the-most-vulnerable
https://news.ki.se/researcher-the-reading-gap-affects-the-most-vulnerable
https://news.ki.se/researcher-the-reading-gap-affects-the-most-vulnerable
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-at-a-glance-2025_1a3543e2-en/sweden_d448205b-en.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-at-a-glance-2025_1a3543e2-en/sweden_d448205b-en.html

The
Pygmalion

Effect

|
\
Their actions
towards us
\
~
~

\\ ,’

What is scaffolding?

A process that enables a
child or noice to solve a
task or achieve a goal
that would be beyond his
unassisted efforts. I3

Bruner et al, 1976

What is scaffolding?

1 Scaffolding is a
metaphor for
temporary support
that is removed when
no longer required. It
may be visual, verbal

or written. T

SEN in Mainstream Guidance Report,

- EEF, 2022
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1. Teacher-Led Modelled Reading

Why teacher led-modelled reading?

Scenario A
DEAR in English.

Year 7 students can pick their
own text and read in silence for
15 minutes a day during form
time.
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FIGURE 5.1 Guided reading of Mary Queen of Scots with examples of a lower
attaining student with significant literacy barriers and a higher attaining stu
dent, (Fairlamb, 2023) unpublished

ScenarioB
Popcorn reading.

Year 7 students all read the same
text in a History lesson where they
are learning about the causes of
the American Revolution, and the
teacher picks pupils who then
take turns to read aloud.

The student who has just finished
reading then selects the next
student to read aloud and so on.
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FIGURE 5.2 Guided reading of Mary Queen of Scots with examples of a
lower attaining student with significant literacy barriers and a higher attain
ing student, (Fairlamb, 2023) unpublished



2. Explicit Vocabulary Instruction

On average, primary school teachers
who took part in the survey reported
that 49% of Year 1 pupils have a limited
vocabulary to the extent that it affects
their learning

On average, secondary school teachers
who took part in the survey reported
that 43% of Year 7 pupils have a limited
vocabulary to the extent that it affects
their learning.

Definition Facts and/or Characteristics
A very large or busy city. The capital &
or chief city of a region Q Usually known for it’s size and DOpI.JlJUOH
D Economic center. It serves as a major
economic hub, attracting various industries,
Etymology: _ businesses, and job opportunities
Metropolis [chief town or capital city of a U Infrastructure. Is usually well connected to
province] transport and has communication centres
Itis a Greek word Concept/word:
Metropolis
Examples Non-examples
O Mumbai
8 Loncon ﬁ (J small town e g Morpeth
New York Q Village e g. New Hartley
O Tokyo '-' D City e.g. Durham
- U rural areas [countryside]
Reflection:
eriection:

Do you use teacher-led modelled reading?
Discuss an example where you use this or you can see potential
for using this.

Do you currently explicitly teach vocabulary?
How could you use this strategy?



3. Oracy

Spoken language development
Reception & production
Learning Learning Learning
to talk through talk about language

Knowing Talking
about about
language  language

Reception & production of written language

Reading & writing
“Good literacy floats on a sea of talk” (James Britton, 1970, p. 164)

FIGURE 7A.1 The different types of spoken language development

Contracts for purposeful and respectful talk

« Respectful listening. No interrupting.

- All eyes on the speaker, bodies turned towards the speaker,
pens down, no talking.

«  Turn taking.

«  Psychological safety; to take responsible risks with ideas, an
atmosphere of trust, a culture of error.

« Active participation by contributing ideas and asking
questions.

- Ideas can be challenged. However, the challenge is focused
on the ideas, not the person.

Descriptive . .
“ind facts and to make Interpretive Expressive Problem Solving
meaning from then; to “In Iinte_rpr(.ative quests, “seek approval not just  “problem seeking quest.”
distil, interpret, reduce or ~ subjective interpretation from the subject Design Technology
generalise.” is valued, truth being community but also from Enai .
sought through reasoned  curators, critics and the ngineering
argumentation.” interested public.” Food Nutrition
M.aths History Art and Design Computing
Science Art Music
Sport RE/Theology Dance
Languages

Literary criticism



4. Writing

Ideas, words
& sentences

Text generation

Working
memory

FIGURE 6A.1 The simple view of writing (EEF, 2021)

Making
: changes to
Genaroting Writing down Making Generating
idoas, setting > m"gom )| changesin jEP| OO “‘":_?d - deas,
goals setting out light of " °°°c uh"': s setting goals.
gathering a structure feedbock and : ;?:; ~gathering
information. for writing. self-evaluation. spolling and information.
grammar,
\ J \ 7 \ >

FIGURE 6A.2 The writing process (EEF, 2021)

The Scaffolding Effect

ReerCtlo n: Supporting All Students to Succeed
How do you scaffold oracy? | ==

The
scaffolding E"e:'

Do you currently scaffold writing?

How could you use these strategies?
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