
Graduation in So derta lje  

For graduating students who want a fun graduation party that lives up to the occasion, we invite you 

to work with us to plan safe travel on the platform of a “graduation celebration truck”.  

The Swedish Police in Södertälje have a special initiative related to student celebrations for a number 

of reasons, but the main reason is to ensure safety.  

Parties and violence – student parties 

In November 2007, the Swedish Police published a report that indicated a strong increase in the 

number of violent crimes directly connected to the evenings/nights when student parties were held 

during the spring semester. A team was assembled with the aim of reversing this trend primarily 

through preventive measures targeted at and in cooperation with the bars and event companies that 

organise student parties.  

Truck platform parties  

Many students graduate in May and June and part of the celebrations include riding around the city 

on the back of a truck. The traffic situation in Södertälje is already strained and small disruptions 

cause major problems with traffic flow and road safety. These truck platform parties also cause 

disruptions for residents, passers-by and people visiting the city. Not to mention, there is a serious 

risk of injury to students riding in the back of the truck.  

 

Actions:  

• Bar owners are given information and feedback from the police  

• The police contact schools in the spring  

• Each student party is visited by the police  

 

Achievements through our actions:  

• Improved communication between the police, students, bar owners and security guards  

• Better cooperation between the various players  

• Reduced violence in connection with student parties and fewer injuries related to truck 

platform parties  

 

The police don't want to ruin the party!  
Unfortunately, parties and violence often go hand in hand. When student parties kick off in the 

spring, violence is most likely the last thing you're thinking about. But, this is part of everyday life for 

the police. It's not something you really want to hear, but parties and violence often go together. By 

keeping some things in mind, you can avoid becoming a victim of crime and have a fun graduation 

party.  



 

Avoid having your party ruined  

• You don't set the rules! Just because you rented out a venue doesn't mean that you make all 

the decisions. The staff are required to ensure that everything is orderly and no one who is 

obviously drunk can remain in the venue.  

• Preparty? If you celebrated at a preparty and are obviously drunk, the staff must deny you 

entry even if you purchased a ticket.  

• No valid ID? Then the staff must deny you entry, even if you are 18 years old.  

• Do not travel by unregistered taxi!  

• False ID? Borrowing an ID from a friend or sibling to get into a bar is a criminal offence that 

could even lead to prison time. And it is visible in your criminal records for at least three 

years.  

• The security guard is there to maintain order. He/she has the right to eject you if you are too 

drunk or are causing a disturbance. In such situations, the security guard also has the right to 

frisk you for weapons or the like. If you put up resistance, you may be suspected of a crime.  

• Ask a security guard or staff member for help if you notice a change in behaviour on the part 

of your classmates. You know them better than they do and can give them a heads up if a 

fight is “in the air”.  

• Don't leave anyone on their own. A lone person on their way home from a bar is at greater 

risk of becoming a crime victim than people travelling together. Take care of your friends. 

Call their parents and ask for a ride.  

 

All truck platforms must be inspected before departure  
The inspection is done in the morning of graduation day at the large parking lot of the central parking 

by the Sodertalje central train station, (Bangatan). Date: 2020-06-09, time: 11:00-12:00. 

The person responsible for the vehicle is notified of an inspection time once all graduation 

celebration truck applications have been received.  

Note that the graduation celebration truck is not permitted to drive within the city unless it has been 

registered and inspected before departure.  

Any alcohol consumption must take place outside of areas subject to an alcohol ban according to 

local regulations.  

The person responsible for the vehicle is responsible for keeping track of where there is a ban on 

alcohol.  

The police will apply the local regulations concerning ban of alcohol.  

Truck platform preparations  
• There must be a guard rail that is at least 120 cm high and can withstand considerable strain.  

• Benches must be securely attached.  

• Make sure that the truck platform is not overcrowded with people.  



• Plan which route will be taken. Take obstacles into consideration, such as tunnels and 

viaducts.  

• The driver must be 21 years old, have the appropriate permissions and have had a driving 

licence for at least two years.  

• Drivers using a tractor-trailer combination must thoroughly check that they are properly 

coupled.  

• It is not enough to have a tractor licence. The driver must also have a class B driving licence.  

 

During travel  

• The distance must be kept short.  

• Nothing may be thrown from the truck platform.  

• No one under the age of 20 may drink or carry any alcoholic drink stronger than medium-

strength beer (beer with alcoholic content less than 3.5% by volume).  

• Certain areas have a ban on alcohol in accordance with local regulations.  

• Maintain a maximum speed of 20 km/h.  

• The graduation celebration truck is permitted to travel on roads with up to 70 km/h as 

maximum speed.  

• Have at least one sober platform host over the age of 25* for every 20 people. This person 

must maintain constant communication with the driver.  

• Think about how you're standing. There have been accidents where everyone was standing 

on the same side of the platform and the vehicle overturned.  

* Agreement reached with the student unions in Södertälje.  

Register if you want to have a graduation celebration truck  
Please register no later than 4 may 2020 by post to Södertälje kommun, SBK/Stadsmiljö, Ninos 

Jacobsson, 151 89 Södertälje or by email to ninos.jacobsson@sodertalje.se. Two copies of the 

registration form must be filled in, with one sent to the stated address and the other kept in the 

truck and presented during the inspection.  

Limitations: The roads in Södertälje city centre that do not have limitations for graduation 

celebration trucks are Oxbacksleden, Turingegatan, Nygatan and Järnagatan.  

Failure to comply with applicable laws and guidelines could result in the entire celebration truck 
being stopped and fined and possibly even being banned from continuing on.  
 

For more information, please visit www.transportstyrelsen.se and www.sodertalje.se/studenten 

Wishing you a happy graduation! 
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